
NEW YEAR: CHALLENGE 
AND PROMISE
ROMANS 13 



A NEW 
YEAR…





•Should we? 

•Could we? 

•Must we? 



‘TIED UP IN KNOTS’ HE DOESN’T WANT 



•THE CONTEXT

•A CHALLENGE

•A (COVENANTAL) PROMISE 



WHO WERE THESE PEOPLE? 



THEY WERE AT THE BEGINNING OF SOMETHING…



THEY WERE SUFFERING…



THEY WERE 
STRUGGLING 
FOR IDENTITY…



THEY WERE PASSIONATE…



IMPORTANT CAVEAT



SUBJECT TO/ SUBMITTED 
TO…



THE PROMISE…



LOVE FULFILLS 
THE LAW…



LOVE ONE 
ANOTHER…

COMMIT TO 
LOVE…


